CHAPTER 14
OPEN-MINDED BACHELOR

Is the Prince a marrying man ? Rumours which have been a source
of annoyance. The English Royal family of to-day and of a
century ago. The Duke of Kent's marriage. The Prince and
the succession.

IT needs no great acuteness on the reader's part to
remark that the most difficult of all the questions
relating to the Prince has been avoided in previous
chapters. Indeed, the reader may well have been
thinking that the author's intention is to cheat him (to
cheat her, let us rather say) of what everybody desires
most to know about the Prince. "Is he a marrying
man ?" is the question which, in some form or other,
has been asked more frequently than any other about
him. A colloquial form, such as the one here chosen,
probably gives the most accurate expression of the
general curiosity. And perhaps it is advisable, for the
sake of any remote or foreign readers who may be
unacquainted with the idiom, to explain what is meant
by "a marrying man/* The man whom we, perhaps a
little confusingly, describe as a marrying one, is not a
clergyman, as might easily be supposed; nor is he one
who is for ever getting married. Really, the phrase is
very eloquent when once the meaning has been caught.
A marrying man is one who, whether bachelor or
widower, keeps an open mind on the subject of marriage;
takes no vow to have done with womankind; is not
puffed up with the idea of the self-sufficiency of his
own sex; is not, as widower or bachelor, confirmed.

Now, with that definition in mind, the question need
no longer be regarded as awkward.   The answer is

Author's Note: Tbe Accession of a new Kins has left us without a Prince of Waks^
end we shall not easily become used to the gap that has been made. This book is a record of
JCferg Edward's career before bis Accession. Tbe next two chapters, therefore, are ton-
tewed as 0 fastgfiaipse of him before the surrender of his illustrious title of Prince of Wales
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